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 ñThe more things change, the more they stay the same.ò 

Isnôt that how the saying goes? There are certainly a lot of changes 

going on around SWAG these days, and weôve tried to capture as 

much of the change as we can in these pages. 

 First, weôre thrilled to welcome our new Director to UVA! 

Renowned anthropologist Kath Weston is just the person to take our 

Program to new levels of growth and excellence. Youôll find a few words from her here, 

and youôre certain to hear more from her in the coming months. 

 But if getting one renowned scholar isnôt enough, weôre also delighted to wel-

come Geeta Patel to our faculty. A specialist in Urdu literature, she brings us strong inter-

national and interdisciplinary connections. 

 And if amazing new faculty arenôt enough, weôre very lucky to have Laura Mel-

lusi join SWAG as our new office manager. Sheôs already proven herself invaluable in 

just the few months sheôs been with us. 

 As always weôve included pieces by our students and alumnae about their remark-

able experiences and achievements. 

 So in the midst of all this change, Iôve been casting about looking for signs of 

what might be staying the same! And the answer, of course, is easy: the remarkable com-

munity that is SWAG. The support we get comes in many forms, all of which we value 

deeply. In this newsletter youôll find the names of those who have manifested their sup-

port in financial terms. We would love to add your name to our next list! If and when 

youôre able, please support SWAG with just a couple of mouse clicks at: http://

www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/support.html. No contribution is too small to make a big 

difference. 

 I am enormously grateful for the wonderful privilege of directing SWAG for the 

past two years. As I return to research and teaching, Iôm sure this remarkable community 

will rally around Kath Weston just as you did for meðand thatôs how SWAG wonôt 

change! 

The More Things Changeé  
A letter from the Interim Director 

http://www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/support.html
http://www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/support.html
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 One of the first phrases that people learn when they cross a border into another 

language translates into English as "thank you."  Parents from all sorts of backgrounds try 

to school their children in the deep appreciation that such phrases are meant to convey.  

Yet too often what remains hidden at the moment of crediting all that is created and 

shared are the sacrifices that shadow the gift.  I want to acknowledge the many 

contributions that my colleagues have made to the programðmost recently Rina Williams 

by stepping in as Interim Directorðas well as the things they have elected not to do, at 

what I imagine to be considerable expense.  They could have spent the time they devoted 

to SWAG conducting new research, learning the butterfly stroke, or publishing an extra 

book, but instead they decided that the survival and growth of this program was worth 

leaving a few other things undone.  And so it is with a sense of tremendous appreciation 

that I have accepted the responsibility of guiding the Studies in Women and Gender 

program at UVA into its near future. 

 In the year to come, a key task will be to focus the growth that the program has 

experienced in recent years.  Even as we seek to raise the program's profile and build 

bridges to other parts of the university, even as we pursue new faculty hires in areas that 

are currently underrepresented, it will be important to recognize strengths that are already 

in place.  Transnationalism is one such strength.  In recent years many women's studies 

programs in the U.S. have attempted to diversify by hiring new faculty who can offer 

perspectives on gender that link developments in one part of the globe to developments in 

another.  While they went in hot pursuit of transnationalism, SWAG was in the enviable 

position of drawing upon its existing expertise to shape a curriculum that locates 

international perspectives and border-crossing at its heart. 

 Another strength waiting for me when I stepped into the director's office was 

interdisciplinarity.  You might think that a program like SWAG is interdisciplinary by 

nature, since its students can study topics that range from history and literature to politics 

and sociology, but in my view interdisciplinarity doesn't come "naturally."  Like so many 

things in life, it has to be cultivated.  Interdisciplinarity is not some uneasy coexistence of 

fields brought together under the sign of gender studies.  Interdisciplinarity means the 

integration that flourishes when people work hard to make sense of the insights and 

occasionally mystifying conversations that occur when ideas, like people, travel.  Having 

learned to say "thank you," there's always a next step.  As we move to build SWAG in a 

way that focuses our efforts and consolidates our gains, it's time to move on to "de nada," 

"koi bad nahin," "dǾ itashimashite," "you're welcome." 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  V I R G I N I A  

Directorõs Noteé  
A few words from the new SWAG Director 

Kath Weston,  

Director of  

Studies in Women 

and  Gender  

and Professor in  

Anthropology  
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NEW FACULTY 

STAFF NEWS 
Laura Mellusi  joined SWAG in June 2008 as the Office and Business Specialist. She 

brings a wealth of creative knowledge to the program, having worked in various museum 

administrative roles since 1993. She received her M.A. in Art History with an emphasis in 

Museum Studies from Virginia Commonwealth University. In addition to a strong passion 

for the arts, Laura is a mother of two. We welcome Laura as a vital addition to our office 

and we look forward to working with her. 

Kath Weston joins the faculty this fall as the incoming Director of SWAG.  A sociocultural anthropologist by 

training, she will hold a joint appointment as Professor in the Department of Anthropology.  Dr. Weston has previ-

ously directed the Women, Gender, and Sexuality program at Harvard University.  She is the author of several 

books, including Gender in Real Time: Power and Transience in a Visual Age and Families We Choose: Lesbians, 

Gays, Kinship.  In addition to the study of gender, class, and sexuality, her areas of specialization include political 

economy, political ecology, historical anthropology, kinship, surveillance, and the history of science.  Her latest 

book, Traveling Light: On the Road with America's Poor, is based on over five years of riding the buses across the 

United States, talking to people about what it means to live poor in the world's wealthiest country.  

 

 

Geeta Patel is Associate Professor of Studies in Women and Gender and Middle East-

ern and South Asian Languages and Cultures. Her book from Stanford University 

Press, Lyrical Movements, Historical Hauntings:  Gender, Colonialism and Desire in 

Mirajiôs Urdu Poetry, reads a renegade writer through nationalism, gender, sexuality, 

and grief in twentieth-century Urdu poetic movements. Her work, circling around prose 

and poetry in Sanskrit, Urdu, Hindi, Braj and Awadhi, includes translation and short 

personal pieces. Her theoretical stance, informed by translation theory from South 

Asian studies, sexuality studies and gender theory, postcolonial, diaspora and subaltern 

historiography, and crossover questions from the history of science, is fashioned in her most recent manuscript 

Gendering the Global Nation. Her current project, Financing Selves, on risk, insurance and pensions in South Asia, 

opens with the early East India Company archives and closes with labor movements in contemporary Sri Lanka. 
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Graduation 2008 
May 18, 2008 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  V I R G I N I A  

ñ The future belongs 

to those who believe 

in the beauty of their 

dreams.ò  

-Eleanor Roosevelt 

(1884-1962) 

 

 

Roosevelt was a 

widely respected  

author, United Nations 

delegate, and chair of 

the first Presidential 

Commission on the 

Status of Women in 

the United States.  


